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Executive Summary

The Village of Duchess performed a Housing Needs Assessment in partnership
with the Oldman River Regional Services Commission. The final takeaways and

recommendations of the assessment are as follows:

0|

10.4% of households are unaffordable, and the
level of dissatisfaction with affordable housing
services has risen sharply in recent years

02

Only 5% of household units are 1-bedroom or
less, but one-person households make up 18%
of the total amount

03

Seniors make up 11.4% of the overall
populace (and rising), but there are
only 4 units meant for them (1% of the
total supply), and these aren't suitable

04

Almost 1in 10 Duchess residents have
Indigenous identity, but the Village doesn't
have any Indigenous housing, which should
be culturally appropriate and be able to
accommodate multi-generational living



Introduction

The Village of Duchess partnered with the Oldman River Regional Services

Commission to produce this assessment, which will be used to support the
development of affordable and non-market housing in Duchess and contribute
to provincial and federal grant applications.

Duchess is located in Southern Alberta, approximately 15 kilometres northeast
of Highway 1 (Trans-Canada) and 20 kilometres north of the City of Brooks. The
location of the Village in relation to these allow residents the convenience of
accessing urban amenities, while maintaining a safe and quiet quality of life.

Data was collected from 1996 - 2021 Statistics Canada Community Profile
reports (demographic and housing statistics), and the Newell Housing
Foundation (seniors' and affordable housing stock). These sources were
analyzed to obtain information on key indicators, demographic profiles
(population, households, income, etc.), housing profiles (housing type, size, etc.),
projections, housing need by number of bedrooms, and non-market housing

supply.

Engagement activities involved Location of Duchess
workshops and interviews with

municipal council members
and the CAOQO, as well as
representatives from the

Duchess

Newell Housing Foundation.
Results from the 2020 Duchess
Community Survey and 2022

Brooks ™

Duchess Quality of Life Survey

Medicine Hat | ,.,"
were also included in the

assessment report to gauge |
public opinion and perceptions L"""""“‘\
towards affordable housing.



Housing Trends
Adequacy, suitability and affordability are the
KEY | N D | CATU HS three core affordable housing indicators integral
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to understanding affordable housing concerns

Adequate housing refers to housing that isn't in need of any
major repairs, including things like defective plumbing and
structural issues. 7.7% of Duchess households are
inadequate, up from 0% in 2016.

Suitable housing refers to housing that has enough
bedrooms for the size and make-up of the household's

residents. 3.8% of Duchess households are not suitable, up
from 2.7% in 2016.

Housing is considered affordable when it costs less than
30% of before-tax income. 10.4% of households were
unaffordable in 2021.

Affordability in Duchess

The most pertinent challenge facing Duchess is affordability. Overall, 10.4% of households
spend more than 30% of their income on household costs, up from 8.1% in 2016.



