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Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting     
Village of Duchess  
August 18, 2025 - 7:00 pm  
Village of Duchess Council Chambers 
 
Councillors present:  Mayor Tony Steidel 

Deputy Mayor Deborah Reid-Mickler  
Councillor Tina Preston  

   Councillor Shanda Smith 
 
Absent with prior notification: Councillor Stephen Dortch  
 
Staff present: Yvonne Cosh CAO, Kent Torkelson Public Works 
 
Mayor Steidel called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm 
 
Motions 
 
82-25 DM Reid-Mickler motioned to approve the minutes of the June 16, 2025 

Regular Council meeting. 
      Carried Unanimously 
 
83-25 Councillor Preston motioned to approve the agenda with the addition of  
 8.f. Meeting with Minister Williams at AB Munis 
      Carried Unanimously 
 
84-25 Councillor Preston motioned to approve the Housing Accelerator Fund (HAF) 

initiative change request 
      Carried Unanimously 
 
85-25 Mayor Steidel motioned to accept the second reading of Bylaw 529-25 a 

bylaw to establish a Regional Emergency Advisory Committee and 
Coordinating Group that includes the County of Newell, Town of Bassano, 
Village of Duchess and Village of Rosemary and the City of Brooks. 

Carried Unanimously 
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86-25 Councillor Smith motioned to accept the third reading of Bylaw 529-25 a 

bylaw to establish a Regional Emergency Advisory Committee and 

Coordinating Group that includes the County of Newell, Town of Bassano, 

Village of Duchess and Village of Rosemary and the City of Brooks.                                                                                                         

    Carried Unanimously  

87-25 Councillor Preston motioned to approve Newell Regional Emergency 

Partnership Agreement – Final. 

     Carried Unanimously 

 
88-25 DM Mickler-Reid motioned to approve the Terms of Reference for the 

International Affairs Committee (IAC.) 
                                     Carried Unanimously 
 
89-25 Mayor Steidel motioned to approve the Terms of Reference for the Brooks 

Newell Regional Economic Development (BNRED.) 
     Carried Unanimously 
 
90-25 Mayor Steidel motioned to go into a closed session at 7:36 pm 
     Carried Unanimously 
 
91-25 Councillor Preston motioned to come out of a closed session at 8:32 pm 
     Carried Unanimously 
  
92-25 Councillor Preston motioned to instruct Administration to go forward with 

investigating the option to move from RMA insurance to AB Munis insurance.  
Administration will also investigate the possibility of an earlier withdrawal 
date. 

      Carried Unanimously 
 

93-25 Councillor Smith motioned to approve Administration to look into going 
forward with a new land line based phone system up to a maximum cost of 
$14800.  
    Carried Unanimously 
 

94-25 Mayor Steidel motioned to approve the charges of $ 7460 for the additional 
foundational work at 32 Weinmeyer Way  
    Carried Unanimously 
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Councillor D Reid-Mickler acting in her capacity as AB Munis representative, 
gave an update to Council on the happenings from AB Munis. 
 

95-25  Councillor Preston motioned to carry forward any remaining Recreation 2025  
                       Capital Funding commitment to the Duchess Ag Society for their future  
                       funding applications regarding the Duchess Arena. 

    Carried Unanimously 
 
 

96-25 Councillor Preston motioned to accept the consent agenda items as 
presented.  

       Carried Unanimously 
 
 
               

 
_____________________________________ 

                                                        Mayor Tony Steidel 
 
 
     _____________________________________ 
     CAO Yvonne Cosh  
 
Adjournment 9:18 pm 
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Important Dates    
 
Council Meeting       September 15 @ 7 pm 
 
Nomination day       September 22 , 2025  
 
Election day        October 20, 2025 
 
Roles and Responsibilities with George Cuff   October 21 Evening  
Emergency Management Training -ICS 402  October 22 All Day 
All of Council and CAO 
 
Organizational Meeting     October 27 @ 6 pm 
 
Council Meeting      October 27 @ 7 pm 
 
Legal Seminar with RMRF     October 30 – 9am – 5pm 
City of Brooks – All of Council and CAO 
 
 
AB Munis Conference     November 11 – 14 
Calgary – All of Council and CAO 
 
Intermunicipal Meeting and Supper               December 13 @ 5:30 pm 
Bassano 
 
 


